Introduction
Information about the incidence and prevalence of sexually transmitted diseases (STD) in young teenagers in the United Kingdom is sparse. The incidence of gonorrhoea has been suggested as an index of sexual promiscuity' and a fall in the figures has been noted in retums from genitourinary medicine (GUM) clinics in the United Kingdom for both sexes over 16 years of age in recent years There were 17 questions asking for factual knowledge about AIDS and HIV infection. These were scored at + 1 for correct, 0 for incorrect or don't know. The mean score of the group was 13 (Range 6-17). Those questions testing factual knowledge about HIV and AIDS were answered well in general, (table 3) but those about transmission revealed some gaps in the group's knowledge. In particular, there was confusion about giving blood for a blood test, and social contacts of AIDS patients.
The test scores were assessed in relation to various factors in the group (age, casual sex, whether they had read the government AIDS leaflet, prostitution, previous STD and site of interview). Insufficient detail was obtained about educational attainment, and this was excluded from analysis. The test scores were grouped into high (n = 37) ifthe girls scored 13 or more and low (n = 19) if they scored 12 or less. Stratified analysis showed no significant differences between the high and low scoring groups. 
